
McKeesport Heritage Center 
1832 Arboretum Drive - '  

McKeesport, Pennsylvania 15132 

, Board of Directors 

28 March 2010 
Via e-mail 

COPY TO: Robert T. Messner, Esquire 

IN RE: McKeesnort Condemnation No. GD 11-000124 

Mr. William P. Bresnahan 11, Esquire 
Hollinshead. Mendelson, Bresnahan & Nixon. P.C. 
2901 Grant Building 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219-2257 

Dear Mr. Bresnahan: 

I am a member of the board of directors of McKeesport Heritage Center Inc., the 
non-~rofit historical society and museum in McKeesport. I understand you represent See 
Bee kc., owners of 122 ~ i f t h  Ave., McKeesport ( ~ l i e ~ h e n ~  County L/B No. 308-M- 
232). 

As you may be aware, the property (a former hotel) is badly deteriorated; has 
suffered at least two arson fires; has been extensively vandalized and stripped by 
scrappers; and has been condemned at least twice by the city. It is currently unsecured 
and open to looters and the elements. It has been vacant since 1986 and has long been an 
eyesore at the entrance to the city. 

We recently asked Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation to examine the 
structure. We were told by PH&LF that considering its dilapidated condition, and the 
depressed real estate market in McKeesport, it might he impossible to find any re-use for 
the building. 

Nevertheless, no one benefits if the building is demolished at the taxpayers' 
expense. 
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w, 1 think you may agrce that the current stalemate cunttor stand - your 
clicn! is saddled with a hazardous structure that represents a legal liability, and which 
would be expensive to remediate; while the taxpayers are faced with an eyesore and a 
public-safety hazard. 

f o r e ,  I believe both we and your client have a mutual interest in seeing if the 
building can be salvaged; could we meet within the next two weeks to discuss vow - - 
client's interest and any long term plans for the property? 

If your client has no long-term plans, then this meeting could explore ways that 
the building could be transferred andlor sold to some third party in a way that will benefit 
your client and all of the stakeholders. 

I would be joined at the meeting by Robert T. Messner, Esq., another member of 
the McKeesport Heritage Center board. 

Please note that neither myself nor Attorney Messner are authorized to take any 
action on behalf of McKeesvort Heritage Center Inc.. nor are we authorized to offer anv - , 
financial or legal settlement; we are merely trying to help the community explore 
solutions to a problem that has plagued McKeesport for more than 20 years. 

At your soonest convenience, could we schedule a meeting either at your office or 
in McKeesport? (In the latter case, we would be happy to show you the building first- 
hand, if you haven't already seen it.) 

1 can be reached at my office at 4 I - > r v i V h  attomcy 
Messner is at 41 2 - ( r { f I  

Areply before Friday, April 8,201 1, would be greatly appreciated. I look forward 
to hearing from you soon, and I thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours 

&^w- 
Jason Togyer 
Director 
McKeesport Heritage Center Inc. 
http://www.mckeesportheritage.org/ 

c.c.: Robert T. Messner, Esq. 




