
June 21,201 1 

In  Re: McKeesport condemnation proceeding 
See Bee Inc., 122 Fifth Ave., McKeesport, Pennsylvania 
UB NO. 308-M-232, DBV 1252, p. 62 

Mr. William Bresnahan II, Esquire 
Hollinshead, Mendelson, Bresnahan and Nixon P.C. 
31 0 Grant Street 
Suite 2901 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219-2256 

Dear Mr. Bresnahan: 

Back in April, I wrote to you on behalf of McKeesport Heritage 

Center to request a meeting with your client, Mary Ann Huk (representing 

See Bee Inc.), to discuss the Penn-McKee Hotel, which the city has 

attempted to seize through eminent domain proceedings. I have heard 

nothing since your email of April 7,201 1.  

I am writing to you again-this time, not as a director of McKeeSport 

Heritage Center, but as a concerned and frustrated citizen. Opinions 

expressed in this letter do not represent those of McKeesport Heritage Center 

or any other group or organization and this letter is not sanctioned by any 

organization. 



A few weeks ago~purely by accident-I met Ms Huk for the first 

time at a meeting of the McKeesport Trail Commission. I introduced myself 

and suggested that we together sit down and discuss the future of the 

building. 

She quite brusquely said she would not speakto me without counsel 

present. So, I am appealing to you, Mr. Bresnahan. 

1 will be blunt: If Ms Huk i s  concerned with historic preservation, 

why is  she allowing the Penn-McKee Hotel to quite literally fall down? 

We have interest from Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation 

in finding a way to save and re-use this building. This effort has the support 

and encouragement of Mayor Regis McLaughlin and other officials, 

including State Senator Jim Brewster. 

But these folks cannot wait forever-and the window of opportunity 

is  closing. And besides being a historic landmark, the Penn-McKee occupies 

a prime location on a busy commercial street. Why should taxpaying 

businesses and residents of the McKeesport area allow the building to 

remain an eyesore? 

This historic structure i s  beginning to deteriorate even more rapidly. I 

am in Downtown McKeesport practically every day, and I can document 

that new evidence of vandalism appears regularly-windows are being 

smashed and walls are being covered with fresh graffiti. 



If Ms Huk is a preservationist, why isn't she securing this building? 

Why isn't she protecting it  from the elements? Why are the taxes unpaid? 

Why are no utilities connected? 

Attorney Messner and I again offer to broker a meeting at any time, 

and at any place, between your client and whatever parties she chooses. 

Let's work together to find a way out of the current stalemate and 

turn this situation into a "win-wini' for your client and the community. If 

your client's primary goal is  historic preservation, there is no possible reason 

she wouldn't want to hold such a meeting. 

1 can be reached at my office at (412)-or via email at 

. I hope to hear from you by June 30,201 1. 

Very truly yours, 

4Ã (̂iM,Y \̂i 
lason Toever 

Copy: Ms Mary Ann Huk 
Mayor Regis Mclaughlin, City of McKeesport 
Mr. Dennis K.E. Pittman, City of McKeesport 
Harry Walsh, Redevelopment AuthorityICity of McKeesport 
State Senator James Brewster 
Arthur M. Ziegler, Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation 
Dan Holland, Young Preservationists of Pittsburgh 
Robert T. Messner, Esq. 


